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Course Description:

Reviews and expands on the basic academic essay; teaches students how to analyze and develop a topic, write grammatically correct and organized essays, read professional writing, and apply these writing techniques to a range of academic essay styles.  Meets part of the AAOT/ASOT writing requirement.

Course Objectives: 
Review the traditional academic essay.

Expand on the traditional model.

Provide examples and explore styles of academic essays.  

Foster and demonstrate an environment of respectful critical inquiry.

Provide thorough and constructive feedback on student writing.

Introduce basic research and documentation skills, including academic library use.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Read, comprehend, and interpret college-level texts.

2. Apply basic critical thinking skills to text and other forms of media.

3. Use prewriting tools such as brainstorming and free writing to generate ideas for writing. 

4. Exercise original thought in selecting and narrowing  writing topics.

5. Use basic research techniques to locate sources. 

6. Support thesis statements with specific details and examples, from both personal experience and sources.

7. Arrange ideas logically, using various patterns, in unified and fully-developed essays.

8. Integrate source materials and avoid plagiarism; use some basic MLA source citations.

9. Improve essays through revision.

10. Write with precise diction and a vocabulary appropriate to the topic and audience.

11. Set up pages in proper MLA manuscript format.

12. Write grammatically correct and complete sentences.

Length of Course:  44 lecture hours

Prerequisites: Pass WR-095 or placement in WR-121.  Recommended: Pass RD-90 or placement in RD-115.

Course Grading:  A-F

Required Texts: LB Brief, 3rd edition
AND 

Ballenger. Curious Writer concise ed. Pearson/Longman. ISBN: 0-321-43781-0. 

Optional Texts: 

Nadell et al. The Longman Reader Brief, 8th ed. Pearson/Longman. ISBN: 0-321-48174-7. About $54.

McQuade & Atwan. The Writer’s Presence 5th ed. Bedford/St. Martin’s. ISBN: 0-312-43386-7. About $56.

Major Topic Outline:

1.
Content and Organization.  Choosing a subject area, adopting a particular point of view, limiting the topic, and composing a thesis that defines the limits of the paper; constructing useful outlines; unifying the whole essay.

2.
Paragraph Structure.  Composition and development of topic ideas.  Uses of the topic sentence and positioning of topic sentence within the paragraph; means of development (details, facts, quotations, statistics, etc.); coherence (mainly, clear use of transitions, both within and between paragraphs; continuity of idea within a paragraph).

3. Sentence Structure.  Study of and practice in effective use of subordination, parallel structure, coordination; correction of grammar weaknesses such as sentence fragments and run-ons.

4.
Diction.  Study of and practice in use of language which is appropriate to a given context.  Denotation and connotation; precision and accuracy; uses and abuses of figurative language, cliches, and jargon.

5.
Mechanics and Standard Usage.  Although some review will be devoted to spelling, punctuation, standard usage, and MS conventions, major difficulties in these areas are grounds for student withdrawal and enrollment in appropriate courses.

